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John N. Calhoun: Iowa Senator and Iowa Nice 
Guy 
By: Nathan Halko 
John N. Calhoun was born on December 2, 1903 in Birmingham, 
Iowa and is not to be confused with John 
C. Calhoun. John N. Calhoun was very 
educated, earning his English degree at the 
age of 23 and completing law school at the 
University of Iowa three years later. He 
practiced law for several years, until 
entering the Iowa Senate in 1933. He 
served on the Senate for 4 years, until he 
failed a race for a national Congress in the 
1936 elections. The person he lost, Edward 
C. Eicher, was a very opinionated New 
Dealer and gained all sorts of favor from President Roosevelt. 
Eventually, Eicher became the federal judge for the District Court of 
the District of Columbia. Eicher is famous for residing over a case 
accusing 30 people of conspiring with the Axis, but Eicher died 7 
months into the case, which led to a mistrial. 
Calhoun was a member of the National Guard, but was quickly 
pulled into the army when the US entered WWII. Calhoun was 
deployed to the Middle East, and was discharged in 1946 as a 
Lieutenant Colonel. He then returned to Iowa to practice law, and 
eventually ran for the US Senate. He failed, however, and practiced 
law until he retired. 
The letter is dated February 8, 1943, and was sent from the "Judge 
Advocate's General School," which is a special division of the US 
Army for entrants that are also lawyers. These entrants provide 
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legal services to the Army in exchange for a quick appointment as 
an officer. This particular school was in Ann Harbor, Michigan and 
headed by Colonel Edward Young, who is mentioned in Calhoun's 
letter. At the time, the school did not have a permanent location. 
The school Calhoun attended was actually located at the University 
of Michigan Law School. With Colonel Young's efforts, the JAG 
school eventually relocated to a permanent location in 
Charllotesville, Virginia, a big upgrade from the handful of personal 
and six electric fans from the school's inception. 
 
Image: University of Michigan Law Building, the past site of the JAG School 
 
 
Image: Current Day JAG School in Charlottesville, Virginia 
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This particular letter was sent when Calhoun first entered the 
newly established J.A.G. School in Michigan. This correspondence 
was with his wife, Dorothea, and spoke mostly of family affairs and 
of his roommate, Ted. Calhoun speaks of his father-in-law's health, 
showing genuine concern about his old age. 
Calhoun opens by calling his wife "Honey Chile," which sets the 
tone for the rest of the letter.  We can infer, from this small jest and 
the care package sent by Dorothea, Calhoun is on good terms with 
his wife. This gives Calhoun the necessary character to persuade 
Dorothea. His wife, after all, probably looks up to such a 
distinguished lawyer and politician. 
Calhoun is well trained in the art of persuasion. He first expresses 
his gratitude to hear that a close friend, Dorothy, is out of the 
hospital. He uses this topic as a convenient segue, bringing up his 
father-in-law directly after. At the time of this writing, Dorothea's 
father is 68, which is just over the life expectancy for 1943. He 
qualifies that Dorothea's father is able-bodied because of his work, 
but needs to be more concerned with his age. By complimenting her 
father, Calhoun strengthens his argument with a bit of flattery. 
More logically, he mentions that Dorothea's grandfather is no longer 
working, and her father should follow that example.  Calhoun then 
mentions Glad, who is Dorothea's older sister. He says, "she 
certainly has plenty of worries, doesn't she?" This motivates 
Dorothea to act as Calhoun suggests, by visiting her father and 
convincing him to retire. 
Calhoun maintains his image in the next paragraph when he 
mentions his daughter Carol, whom he affectionately refers to as 
Carolly. It's worth noting that in future letters, Calhoun makes all 
sorts of variations on his daughter's name, which indicates 
affection. Carol, in previous letters, wishes that Calhoun was still at 
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home, and he comments that it's "mighty sweet of her." His kids 
even sent him candy, and he thanked them properly in his 
letter. From this, we can infer that Calhoun is a cherished family 
man, and this builds his ethos. 
The second page of the letter goes on about the activities of the 
camp. Calhoun specifically mentions an orientation speech that he 
attended, and then explicitly defines orientation as "getting yourself 
straightened out or acclimated." In 2014, this is definitely an odd 
place to put a definition. Orientation is a commonplace word that 
the literate know, so why does Calhoun define it for his wife? As it 
turns out, the word orientation was not used to describe an 
introduction until 1942. 
To end the letter, Calhoun details the life of his roommate Ted. 
Ted's wife and children were moving to Michigan, just a few minutes 
from the camp. Calhoun, the nice guy he is, helped Ted move in all 
of the furniture before his wife arrived. This further establishes 
Calhoun's character and makes him a very trustworthy and 
virtuous person. 
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